
 

Hér er listi Wine Spectator yfir 100 bestu vín ársins 2009.  Við val á þessum vínum er tekið tillit til 

gæða, verðs og magns.  Þannig getur gott, ódýrt vín sem framleitt er í miklu magni lent ofar en 

”betra” vín sem er dýrara og framleitt í minna magni.  Vín ársins 2009 er ekki það vín sem fékk hæstu 

einkunn á árinu en það hlaut hins vegar mjög góða einkunn, er tiltölulega ódýrt en var reyndar ekki 

framleitt í mjög miklu magni. 

Vín sem fáanleg eru eða hafa verið fáanleg á Íslandi (núverandi eða fyrri árgangar) hafa bláan 

bakgrunn. 

Vín sem fáanleg eru eða hafa verið fáanleg í Svíþjóð (núverandi eða fyrri árgangar) hafa gulan 

bakgrunn. 

 

1  Columbia Crest Cabernet Sauvignon Columbia Valley Reserve 2005 95 $27 Ripe in flavor, with a 

vivid array of black currant, blackberry, violet, black tea and black pepper aromas and flavors that 

zoom through to a long, expressive finish. Shows subtlety in the layers of complex flavor against a 

refined structure. Tannins are present but nicely contained. Best from 2010 through 2015. Tasted 

twice, with consistent notes. 6,000 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: Washington Region: Washington 

2  Numanthia-Termes Toro Termes 2005 96 $27 Austere yet alluring, this powerful red is thick and 

tannic, yet reveals a core of blackberry, mineral, hoisin and graphite that's dense and pure. 

Monolithic now, but has depth and balance. Modern, but shows a real sense of place. Best after 

2012. 4,000 cases imported. - TM –TM  

Country: Spain Region: Spain 

3  Domaine du Vieux Télégraphe Châteauneuf-du-Pape La Crau 2007 95 $70 Packed, in a brawny, 

muscular style atypical for this lush vintage, with a gravelly undertow to the currant paste, braised fig 

and dark licorice notes. Picks up even more steam on the finish, with grilled mesquite, mineral and 
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garrigue notes and a long, hot stone-filled finish. Best from 2010 through 2030. 17,000 cases made. - 

JM –JM  

Country: France  Region: Southern Rhône 

4  Kosta Browne Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast 2007 95 $52 Firm and focused, with a wonderful purity 

of flavor, offering a complex, focused mix of black cherry, raspberry, spice and anise. Full-bodied and 

concentrated. Long and persistent on the finish. Drink now through 2014. 3,069 cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: Sonoma 

5  Barone Ricasoli Chianti Classico Castello di Brolio 2006 96 $54 Shows amazing aromas of 

blackberry, with hints of vanilla and flowers, along with black licorice and crushed berries. Full-

bodied, with wonderfully caressing, ultrafine tannins. Very balanced and long. Best after 2011. 6,170 

cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy  Region: Tuscany  

6  Chappellet Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Signature 2006 94 $42 Assertive herb, anise, 

blackberry and wild berry fruit is tight, firm, tannic and well-structured, picking up depth and length 

on the finish. Best from 2010 through 2016. 7,650 cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: Napa 

7  Renato Ratti Barolo Marcenasco 2005 96 $44 This fabulous Nebbiolo displays aromas of very 

ripe strawberry and cappuccino. Full-bodied, with supervelvety tannins and incredible concentration. 

All the tannins are coated with gorgeous fruit. Best after 2013. 5,000 cases made. - JS –JS 

Country: Italy   Region: Piedmont 

8  Fontodi Colli della Toscana Centrale Flaccianello 2006 99 $110 Shows excellent color and 

richness for a Sangiovese, with aromas of sultana, coffee, toasty oak and vanilla bean. Full-bodied, 

with masses of fruit and chewy tannins. The concentration and depth of fruit and layers of tannins 

are breathtaking. A blockbuster. Best after 2014. 5,000 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy  Region: Tuscany  

9  Merry Edwards Sauvignon Blanc Russian River Valley 2007 96 $29 A rocket beam of vibrancy, 

with effusive honeysuckle notes and ripe honeydew melon, citrus, pear and apricot flavors that have 

amazing structure, depth and body. Ripe flavors end with a mouthwatering finish, where the mineral 

and spice details echo on and on. Drink now through 2012. Tasted twice, with consistent notes. 3,880 

cases made. - MW –MW  

Country: California  Region: Sonoma 

10  Brancaia Toscana Tre 2007 93 $20 There's wonderful intensity of fruit in this wine, with crushed 

raspberry and blackberry and hints of coffee and fresh flowers. Full-bodied, with velvety tannins and 

a long, soft-textured finish that shows loads of fruit. Sangiovese, Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. 

Best after 2010. 25,000 cases made. - JS –JS  
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Country: Italy  Region: Tuscany 

11  Poggio Il Castellare Brunello di Montalcino 2004 96 $50 Dried dark fruit on the nose, verging on 

date and prune. Full-bodied, with a dense palate of ripe fruit and supersilky tannins. This is a deep 

and beautiful red, delivering lots of subtle character. Fascinating. One of the undiscovered treasures 

of the vintage. Best after 2011. 2,000 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Tuscany 

12  Saxum Broken Stones Paso Robles 2006 96 $45 Offers waves of ripe, exotic dark berry fruit, 

with wild berry, raspberry and blackberry jam notes that are full-bodied, rich and intense, pure and 

focused, ending with a long, complex, persistent finish. Syrah, Grenache and Mourvèdre. Drink now 

through 2015. 800 cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: South Coast  

13  Fattoria di Felsina Toscana Fontalloro 2006 95 $52 Chocolate, blackberry and black cherry 

aromas lead to a full-bodied palate, with velvety tannins and a deep concentration of fruit. 

Powerfully rich and polished. Big and structured. A blockbuster Sangiovese. Best after 2012. 3,300 

cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Tuscany 

14  Two Hands Shiraz Barossa Valley Bella's Garden 2007 94 $60 Ripe, fleshy and generous, but not 

nearly over the top, with gorgeous cherry, pomegranate, black olive and bay leaf flavors arching 

beautifully and swirling through the long, supple finish. Best from 2010 through 2017. 6,500 cases 

made. - HS –HS  

Country: Australia  Region: Australia 

15  Marchesi de' Frescobaldi Brunello di Montalcino Castelgiocondo 2004 95 $65 Shows a complex 

nose of blackberry, tanned leather, sandalwood and cedar. Fascinating. Full-bodied, with supersilky 

tannins and a long, long finish. Concentrated yet balanced. Beautiful and complete. Best after 2011. 

17,000 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy  Region: Tuscany  

16  Uccelliera Brunello di Montalcino 2004 97 $65 Complex aromas of rose, blackberry, blueberry 

and dark chocolate. Full-bodied, with wonderfully velvety tannins and focused, juicy, rich fruit. Long 

and intense. The finish shows berry, tobacco, toasty oak, berry and chocolate. Goes on and on. One 

of the wines of the vintage. Best after 2011. 1,890 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Tuscany  

17  Carlisle Syrah Russian River Valley Papa's Block 2007 98 $43 This gorgeous Syrah has amazing 

complexity, depth and concentration, gushing with pure, rich wild berry, blackberry and boysenberry 

fruit that's simply delicious right now. Holds its tight focus and gains depth and nuance, with pepper, 

spice and savory flavors. Drink now through 2016. 307 cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: Sonoma  
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18  Argyle Extended Tirage Willamette Valley 1999 95 $60 Elegant, with very fine bubbles and 

complex spice, coffee, pear and toast aromas and flavors that are poised against lacy acidity and 

refined structure, letting the flavors sail on and on with finesse. Drink now. 1,115 cases made. - HS –

HS  

Country: Oregon  Region: Oregon  

19  Landmark Syrah Sonoma Valley Steel Plow 2006 94 $30 Shows loads of pepper, beef, dark 

berry, teriyaki, mineral and spice. Intense, distinctive, full-bodied and focused, this is so complex and 

well-proportioned that all the flavors work together seamlessly. Drink now through 2015. 1,600 cases 

made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: Sonoma  

20  Hall Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Kathryn Hall 2006 96 $75 A big, dense, concentrated 

wine, with wonderful aromas marked by chewy tannins, yet the core currant and blackberry flavors 

and savory herb and earth nuances provide a solid foundation. Best from 2010 through 2016. 3,040 

cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: Napa  

21  Neyers Chardonnay Carneros 2007 93 $29 Complex aromas of smoke, fig and citrus fold over to 

the palate. Full-bodied, with fine structure and acidity, along with flavors that end up giving this a 

delicate feel. The aftertaste is delicious. Drink now through 2012. 5,600 cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: Carneros  

22  Tensley Syrah Santa Barbara County Colson Canyon Vineyard 2007 94 $38 Firm and 

musclebound, with rich, chewy tannins. Full-bodied, this is the most complex and potent of the 2007 

Tensleys, offering layers of earthy wild berry, sage, mineral, dried currant and floral scents. Drink 

now through 2016. 1,259 cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: South Coast  

23  Lewis Chardonnay Russian River Valley 2007 95 $48 This opulent, full-bodied Chardonnay 

delivers amazing richness, focus, complexity and range of flavor. Concentrated pear, fig and citrus 

notes have a nice smoky, toasty oak overlay. The finish is bold and complex, with touches of 

butterscotch. Drink now through 2011. 1,200 cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: Sonoma  

24  Penfolds Shiraz South Australia St. Henri 2005 95 $65 Aromatic, complex and silky, slipping in 

its gorgeous blackberry, currant and plum fruit against a seething background of toast, spice, mineral 

and loamy earth. The texture is seamless, and the flavors just take off, sailing through the long, 

expressive finish. Best from 2011 through 2020. 1,000 cases imported. - HS –HS  

Country: Australia  Region: Australia  

25  Rodney Strong Chardonnay Russian River Valley Reserve 2006 94 $40 Wonderful perfumed 

aromas fold over to the palate, which is full-bodied and ultrarich without being heavy, delivering tiers 
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of ripe fig, apricot and green apple, shaded by spicy, toasty oak. Better than previously reviewed. 

Drink now through 2012. 2,448 cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: Sonoma  

26  Cayuse Syrah Walla Walla Valley Cailloux Vineyard 2006 95 $65 Plush and polished, this brims 

with cherry and blackberry aromas and flavors that are nicely shaded with streaks of mineral and 

green olive. Supple, harmonious and expressive as the finish keeps sailing on and on. Best from 2011 

through 2018. 744 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: Washington  Region: Washington  

27  La Massa Toscana Giorgio Primo 2007 97 $65 Dark and brooding, with intense aromas of lead 

pencil, blackberry, black cherry and licorice. Full-bodied, with velvety, polished tannins, followed by 

vanilla, berry and currant on the finish. Powerful and complex. Built like a brick house. Merlot, 

Cabernet Sauvignon and Petit Verdot. Best after 2013. 1,750 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Tuscany  

28  Brancott Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough Reserve 2008 92 $18 This is crisp, offering a lively 

mouthful of peach-accented grapefruit and mineral flavors, all hanging on effortlessly through the 

long, graceful finish. Drink now. 15,000 cases imported. - HS –HS  

Country: New Zealand  Region: New Zealand  

29  Chalone Chardonnay Chalone 2007 92 $25 Exhibits a complex mix of subtle pear and mineral 

with pleasant earthy notes and floral scents. Tight and full-bodied, ending with a long, persistent 

finish. Drink now through 2012. 16,801 cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: Bay Area/Central Coast  

30  Sette Ponti Toscana Crognolo 2007 93 $35 Beautiful aromas of dried cherry, plum and 

blackberry, with hints of dark chocolate. Full-bodied, with soft, silky tannins and a fruity finish. 

Balanced and delicious. Sangiovese, Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. Best after 2011. 7,500 cases 

made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Tuscany  

31  Domaine St.-Préfert Châteauneuf-du-Pape Collection Charles Giraud 2007 98 $75 Dark roasted 

Kenya AA coffee, braised fig, charred mesquite, mulled currant and blackberry fruit all work together 

in this huge and muscular but seamless and velvety offering. Graphite, brown bread, mineral and 

espresso notes weave through the finish, which has loads of pepper- and loam-tinged grip in reserve. 

Grenache and Mourvèdre. Best from 2011 through 2030. 665 cases made. - JM –JM  

Country: France  Region: Southern Rhône  

32  Bodega Colomé Malbec Calchaquí Valley 2007 92 $25 This Argentine red is quite ripe, with 

nearly exotic plum sauce, braised fig and crushed blueberry notes rolled together, while spice, mocha 

and incense hints help stretch out the juicy, dense finish. A flashy style, but well-balanced. Drink now 

through 2012. 5,500 cases imported. - JM –JM  
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Country: Argentina  Region: Salta  

33  Novelty Hill Cabernet Sauvignon Columbia Valley 2006 92 $25 Dense and chewy, but with a 

nice lift of acidity and freshness as the finish rolls in, framing the cherry, blackberry, coffee and 

smoke flavors as they linger expressively. Best from 2011 through 2018. 3,888 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: Washington  Region: Washington  

34  Joseph Swan Pinot Noir Russian River Valley Cuvée de Trois 2007 93 $28 Offers great balance 

and purity of flavor, depth and complexity built around spicy wild berry, black cherry, mineral, anise 

and spice. Full-bodied, fresh and lively. The finish sails on. Drink now through 2013. 1,900 cases 

made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: Sonoma  

35  Viticcio Chianti Classico Riserva 2006 93 $32 Fabulous aromas of blackberry, dark chocolate and 

flowers follow through to a full-bodied palate, with supersilky tannins and amazing richness and 

subtlety. Goes on for minutes on the palate. Best from 2010 through 2015. 2,345 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Tuscany  

36  Efeste Syrah Red Mountain Ceidleigh 2006 93 $29 Smooth, round and generous, this positively 

glows with gorgeous plum, blackberry and floral spice aromas and flavors, echoing on the long, 

expressive finish. This just doesn't quit. Drink now through 2014. 1,200 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: Washington  Region: Washington  

37  Petrolo Toscana Torrione 2007 94 $40 Clear and precise, with beautiful aromas of plum, berries 

and chocolate. Full-bodied and refined, with a dense yet elegant palate of plum, chocolate and 

cherry. Long and caressing. Wonderfully polished. Very fine. Sangiovese and Merlot. Best after 2010. 

3,750 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Tuscany  

38  Chateau Ste. Michelle Cabernet Sauvignon Horse Heaven Hills Canoe Ridge Estate 2006 92 $28 

Sturdy, ripe and generous, with a surprisingly soft edge to the explosive black cherry, currant, black 

olive and smoke flavors, lingering effortlessly on the big, round finish. Best from 2010 through 2018. 

5,800 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: Washington  Region: Washington  

39  Yalumba Viognier Eden Valley 2008 92 $19 Smooth and creamy, the polished texture 

supporting an explosive range of lemon meringue, pear, pineapple and spice flavors that ease into 

the long, vivid finish. Drink now through 2012. 1,500 cases imported. - HS –HS  

Country: Australia  Region: Australia  

40  Château Haut-Bages-Libéral Pauillac 2006 92 $39 Dark ruby purple in color, with aromas of 

currant and dried flowers. Full-bodied, with fine tannins and a delicious finish. Tight now, but pretty 

and balanced. Best after 2012. 10,000 cases made. - JS –JS  
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Country: France  Region: Bordeaux  

41  Kumeu River Chardonnay Kumeu Estate 2007 92 $35 Bright, tangy and elegant, this vibrant 

wine has grapefruit and pineapple flavors at the fore, picking up apple and spice as the finish lingers 

effortlessly. Drink now through 2017. 7,000 cases imported. - HS –HS  

Country: New Zealand  Region: New Zealand  

42  Clos des Papes Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2007 97 $115 Absolutely stunning, with a deep well of 

crème de cassis that's thoroughly pure and captivating, while black tea, fig cake, hoisin sauce, 

incense and graphite notes weave throughout. The supervelvety finish lets blackberry, boysenberry 

and crushed cherry fruit take an encore¿as if this needed any more fruit. A fantastic display of 

precision in a very opulent year. Best from 2010 through 2030. 8,000 cases made. - JM –JM  

Country: France  Region: Southern Rhône  

43  Schild Shiraz Barossa 2007 92 $20 Polished and generous, offering a racy mouthful of tobacco-

accented cherry and black currant fruit that finishes with an edge of dried sage, licorice and fresh 

cream. This lingers impressively, showing amazing depth. Drink now through 2017. 8,200 cases 

made. - HS –HS  

Country: Australia  Region: Australia  

44  The Royal Tokaji Wine Co. Tokaji Aszú 5 Puttonyos Red Label 2005 94 $41 Slight oxidation adds 

nutty accents and an iodine note to this sinewy dessert white. There's not a lot of flesh, yet this is 

intense and complex, with apricot, honey, smoke, spice and mineral flavors that won't quit. This has 

a dry, chalky feel on the finish. Drink now through 2025. 1,500 cases imported. - BS –BS  

Country: Hungary  Region: Hungary  

45  Allram Grüner Veltliner Qualitätswein Trocken Kamptal Strassertaler 2007 93 $12 This elegant 

Grüner has an intense minerality that is supported by a vibrant acidity. There's fine balance to the 

grapefruit, lentil and white pepper flavors, with hints of anise and savory herb on the precise finish. 

Drink now through 2018. 500 cases imported. - KM –KM  

Country: Austria  Region: Niederösterreich  

46  I Greppi Bolgheri Greppicante 2007 92 $28 Deliver currant, toasty oak and coffee aromas and 

flavors. Full-bodied, with velvety tannins and a lot of rich fruit. Very polished and attractive. Cabernet 

Sauvignon, Merlot and Cabernet Franc. Best after 2012. 5,265 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Tuscany  

47  Orin Swift The Prisoner Napa Valley 2007 92 $35 Offers both style and structure, with lively 

aromas of black raspberry, cracked pepper and mocha that lead to plush, layered flavors of wild 

berry, fresh sage and licorice. Ripe tannins sneak in on the finish. Zinfandel, Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Syrah, Petite Sirah, Charbono and Grenache. Drink now through 2014. 39,000 cases made. - TF –TF  

Country: California  Region: Napa  
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48  Quinta do Vale Meão Douro Meandro 2006 92 $28 Offers a powerful aroma of crushed red 

fruits, with flavors to match. There's an intense minerality that's accented by notes of beef and 

pepper, with medium-grained tannins on the closed finish. Needs some time in the cellar. Best from 

2009 through 2013. 2,500 cases imported. - KM –KM  

Country: Portugal  Region: Portugal  

49  Tenimenti Luigi d'Alessandro Syrah Cortona Il Bosco 2006 95 $70 Intense licorice, blackberry, 

mineral, sandalwood and flowers on the nose. Full-bodied, with silky, superpolished tannins that turn 

to a butterscotch, toffee, berry and chocolate aftertaste, which has just a hint of meat and spice. 

Tannic and powerful, yet balanced. Best after 2012. 1,335 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Tuscany  

50  Tablas Creek Esprit de Beaucastel Paso Robles 2006 93 $45 Well-balanced, intense yet elegant. 

Full-bodied, showing vivid blueberry and wild berry flavors, with hints of nutmeg, cedar and coconut. 

Ends with a long, complex finish that shows a pleasant loamy, earthy quality. Mourvèdre, Grenache, 

Syrah and Counoise. Drink now through 2014. 3,500 cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: South Coast  

51  Shoofly Shiraz Adelaide 2007 91 $14 Polished, plush and generous with its cinnamon¿ and 

citrus peel¿accented plum and cherry flavors, hinting at roasted meat on the smooth finish. Drink 

now through 2015. 7,000 cases imported. - HS –HS  

Country: Australia  Region: Australia  

52  Hamilton Russell Pinot Noir Hemel-en-Aarde Valley 2007 93 $44 Bold, aromatic and ripe, but 

very elegant, with racy acidity providing the ground wire for the rich black cherry, bramble, incense 

and sweet earth notes, followed by a long, multifaceted finish. Drink now through 2013. 5,213 cases 

made. - JM –JM  

Country: South Africa  Region: Walker Bay  

53  Celler Mas Doix Priorat Salanques 2006 92 $40 A plush texture carries rich flavors of brandied 

cherry, dark chocolate, cocoa and mountain herbs in this expressive red. The tannins are firm but 

well-integrated, and the finish is bright and juicy. Drink now through 2014. 1,000 cases imported. - 

TM –TM  

Country: Spain  Region: Spain  

54  Peter Lehmann Shiraz Barossa 2006 91 $16 Ripe and round, this is generous with its smoky 

cherry and black currant flavors, persisting against mildly grippy tannins to create a long, layered 

finish. Best from 2010 through 2016. 26,400 cases imported. - HS –HS  

Country: Australia  Region: Australia  

55  Trimbach Riesling Alsace 2007 91 $18 This subtle Riesling offers a finely woven mix of white 

peach and crushed pine needle flavors, with hints of brine and smoke. There's racy acidity, but it's 
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well-meshed, and a mineral note lingers on the delicate finish. Drink now through 2015. 12,000 cases 

imported. - AN –AN  

Country: France  Region: Alsace  

56  Provenance Sauvignon Blanc Rutherford 2008 91 $19 Key lime, passion fruit, melon and 

nectarine flavors are ripe, juicy and fleshy, with great intensity, a vivid acidity and terrific focus and 

clarity. Drink now. 15,360 cases made. - MW –MW  

Country: California  Region: Napa  

57  Viña Santa Rita Cabernet Sauvignon Maipo Valley Medalla Real Special Reserve 2006 91 $20 A 

ripe, concentrated Chilean red, with a broad swath of macerated currant, fig paste, espresso, loam 

and black licorice notes all carried by dense but integrated tannins. The finish lets sage and mint 

notes chime in. Best from 2010 through 2012. 40,000 cases made. - JM –JM  

Country: Chile  Region: Maipo  

58  Red Car Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast 2007 94 $45 Focused on a core of black cherry and blackberry 

fruit that's medium- to full-bodied, complex and spicy. Smooth-textured, with a long finish. Drink 

now through 2014. 733 cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: Sonoma  

59  Thorn-Clarke Shiraz Barossa James Goddard 2006 92 $33 Ripe and rich, this is dense with flavor 

but transparent in texture. A Shiraz of power and elegance as it plays out its cherry, black tea and 

spice flavors. Approachable now, but this has miles to go as it develops. Drink now through 2020. 

1,000 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: Australia  Region: Australia  

60  Spring Valley Uriah Walla Walla Valley 2006 93 $50 Smooth and focused, with a cigar box 

character to make the ripe blackberry and currant fruit more interesting, finishing with polished 

tannins. Has great presence without being pushy, and the finish doesn't quit. Merlot, Cabernet Franc, 

Petit Verdot and Malbec. Drink now through 2014. 5,000 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: Washington  Region: Washington  

61  Monte Antico Sangiovese-Merlot-Cabernet Sauvignon Toscana 2006 90 $12 Bright plum, dried 

cherry and flowers on the nose. Full-bodied, with fine tannins and refined berry and cherry flavors. 

Drink now. 80,000 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Tuscany  

62  Loosen Bros. Riesling QbA Mosel-Saar-Ruwer Dr. L 2008 90 $12 Sleek and tangy, showing 

apricot, lime and mango flavors matched to a lively structure. There's nice harmony and persistence 

through the finish. Drink now through 2018. 75,000 cases made. - BS –BS  

Country: Germany  Region: Germany  
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63  Concha y Toro Carmenère Peumo Terrunyo 2006 92 $41 Dark in profile, with plum and currant 

fruit, but very pure, with silky tannins and a long, stylish finish that lets incense, spice and mineral 

notes play out. Drink now through 2011. 8,500 cases made. - JM –JM  

Country: Chile  Region: Rapel  

64  Château Léoville Barton St.-Julien 2006 94 $75 There's a great dark color to this, with intense 

aromas of cedar, wood, new leather and crushed blackberry. Full-bodied, with loads of fruit and a 

firm, powerful palate. Long and mouthpuckering. A muscular baby. Best after 2015. 18,750 cases 

made. - JS –JS  

Country: France  Region: Bordeaux  

65  Paloma Merlot Napa Valley 2006 93 $54 Plush, ripe and elegant, with fragrant currant, caramel 

and olive aromas and supple, beautifully layered plum, cedar and loamy, toasty oak flavors that are 

wrapped around a dense, complex core. Drink now through 2015. 2,776 cases made. - TF –TF  

Country: California  Region: Napa  

66  Barnard Griffin Riesling Columbia Valley 2008 90 $8 Light, refreshing and off-dry, with pretty 

peach, pineapple and floral aromas and flavors, echoing enticingly. Nicely knit. Drink now through 

2011. 3,870 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: Washington  Region: Washington  

67  Peter Michael Chardonnay Sonoma County Ma Belle-Fille 2007 95 $85 Deliciously complex, 

with a rich, elegant, layered presentation of citrus-infused green apple, spice and toasty oak. Subtle 

honeydew melon flavors emerge on the finish. A shade lighter on its feet than Mon Plaisir. Drink now 

through 2013. 2,780 cases made. - JL –JL  

Country: California  Region: Sonoma  

68  Heartland Viognier-Pinot Gris South Australia 2007 91 $16 Smells like Viognier, with all the 

floral and sweet lychee fruit up front, then lightens up in the mouth, with the freshness and pizzazz 

of Pinot Gris. A lovely balance. Drink now. 5,000 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: Australia  Region: Australia  

69  Bodega Catena Zapata Malbec Mendoza 2007 91 $22 A sleek, polished style, with alluring 

mocha and raspberry ganache notes leading the way, backed by dark plum, hoisin sauce and graphite 

flavors that push through the finish. This has serious weight, but stays focused and driven. Drink now 

through 2011. 60,000 cases imported. - JM –JM  

Country: Argentina  Region: Mendoza  

70  St.-Michael-Eppan Pinot Grigio Alto Adige 2008 90 $15 Displays spicy apple and peach notes, 

with silky mineral character. Medium-bodied, with clean acidity and a fruity finish. Subtle and 

layered. Drink now. 23,700 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Northeast  
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71  Bodegas Bilbainas Tempranillo Rioja Viña Zaco 2006 90 $15 Black cherry and blackberry flavors 

are framed by smoky chocolate oak in this modern red, which is taut and focused, with firm tannins 

and bright acidity. Drink now through 2012. Tasted twice, with consistent notes. 10,000 cases 

imported. - TM –TM  

Country: Spain  Region: Spain  

72  The Magnificent Wine Company Syrah Columbia Valley 2006 91 $20 Smooth, polished and 

wide-open in texture, with gorgeous plum and blueberry fruit getting added nuances from hints of 

Indian spices. The finish lingers effortlessly. Drink now through 2016. 2,436 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: Washington  Region: Washington  

73  Jacob's Creek Riesling South Australia Reserve 2008 90 $13 Tart and lively, offering a 

mouthwatering style that delivers a nice hit of green apple and lime flavor, persisting nicely. Drink 

now through 2015. 7,000 cases imported. - HS –HS  

Country: Australia  Region: Australia  

74  Waterbrook Cabernet Sauvignon Columbia Valley Reserve 2006 91 $22 Round and appealing 

for its ripe cherry and currant flavors and medium-weight frame, which lets this become expressive 

as the finish lingers. Drink now through 2016. 4,070 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: Washington  Region: Washington  

75  M. Chapoutier Côtes du Roussillon-Villages Les Vignes de Bila-Haut 2008 90 $14 A muscular 

red, with concentrated flavors of dark cherry, plum, raspberry tart and grilled fig. The dense finish of 

dark chocolate is firm and focused, with smoky notes. Best from 2010 through 2014. 15,000 cases 

made. - KM –KM  

Country: France  Region: Languedoc-Roussillon  

76  Clos La Coutale Cahors 2007 90 $14 There's a sense of elegance to the well-defined, 

concentrated flavors of dark cherry, blackberry and plum, followed by notes of sage, dark chocolate 

and tobacco leaf on the long, powerful finish. Drink now. 5,000 cases imported. - KM –KM  

Country: France  Region: Southwest France  

77  King Estate Pinot Gris Oregon Signature Collection 2008 90 $17 Bright and lively, brimming with 

lemon meringue, golden raisin and green tea character. Finishes with zip. Drink now. 71,000 cases 

made. - HS –HS  

Country: Oregon  Region: Oregon  

78  Gloria Ferrer Brut Sonoma County Sonoma NV 90 $20 Lively and fun to drink, with creamy 

Asian pear and citrus aromas that lead to crisp, easygoing apple, yeasty cinnamon and mineral 

flavors. Drink now through 2012. 103,000 cases made. - TF –TF  

Country: California  Region: Sonoma  
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79  Livio Felluga Pinot Grigio Collio 2008 91 $24 Apple pie, mineral, piecrust and ripe mango 

aromas. Full-bodied, with bright acidity and a lively finish. Drink now. 11,500 cases imported. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Northeast  

80  Argiano Toscana Non Confunditur 2007 91 $25 Offers an interesting combination of currant, 

raspberry and meat on the nose. Full-bodied, with chewy tannins and a spicy dried fruit aftertaste. 

Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Sangiovese and Syrah. Best after 2011. 9,200 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Tuscany  

81  Paolo Scavino Barolo Carobric 2005 95 $90 This rich wine shows exotic fruit on the nose, with 

blueberry, blackberry and flowers. Full-bodied, concentrated and chewy, with layers of ripe tannins 

and loads of fruit. The finish is massive. Best after 2013. 1,600 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: Italy   Region: Piedmont  

82  d'Arenberg Shiraz McLaren Vale The Stump Jump 2008 90 $11 Ripe and open-textured, this is 

impressive for the way it packs in the cherry, blackberry and raspberry flavors and keeps its foot on 

the gas pedal through the mineral-inflected finish. Drink now through 2018. 5,000 cases imported. - 

HS –HS  

Country: Australia  Region: Australia  

83  Bodegas Juan Gil Jumilla 2006 90 $16 This polished red shows black cherry, licorice, mineral 

and tobacco notes, harmonious and deep, supported by firm tannins. Medium-bodied, well-

integrated and stylish. Drink now through 2012. 5,000 cases made. - TM –TM  

Country: Spain  Region: Spain  

84  Château Malmaison Moulis 2006 90 $18 Blackberry and raspberry jam aromas follow through 

to a full body, with very soft tannins and pretty berry and currant character. This is seamless and well 

done for the vintage. Best after 2012. 8,330 cases made. - JS –JS  

Country: France  Region: Bordeaux  

85  Domaine de Montvac Vacqueyras 2007 91 $21 Really fresh, with a solidly built core of red 

cherry, red currant and plum fruit woven with incense, briar and pastis hints. The long, fleshy finish 

stays racy and focused. Delicious. Drink now through 2012. 5,000 cases made. - JM –JM  

Country: France  Region: Southern Rhône  

86  Mas du Soleilla Coteaux du Languedoc La Clape Les Bartelles 2007 92 $35 A big, rich and ripe 

red, with a meaty aroma that leads to intense mocha and dark chocolate notes. Hints of cream, dark 

cherry and spice complete the package. Finishes with intense beefy notes. Drink now through 2014. 

2,200 cases made. - KM –KM  

Country: France  Region: Languedoc-Roussillon  
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87  Wittmann Riesling Qualitätswein Trocken Rheinhessen Westhofener S 2007 93 $48 A smooth, 

peach-infused white, lush and expansive, yet backed by a firm structure. Picks up energy on the long 

finish, which adds a peppery accent. Drink now through 2020. 2,083 cases made. - BS –BS  

Country: Germany  Region: Germany  

88  Churchill Touriga Nacional Douro 2007 91 $28 Rich, ripe and spicy, with luscious flavors of dark 

plum, red cherry, cedar and sandalwood. The finish of chocolate mousse and café au lait is long and 

mouthfilling. Drink now through 2015. Tasted twice, with consistent notes. 50,000 cases made. - 

KM –KM  

Country: Portugal  Region: Portugal  

89  Perrin & Fils Vinsobres Les Cornuds 2007 91 $22 Very pure, with superracy red cherry, 

raspberry and violet notes that stretch out through the lengthy, graphite-filled finish. There's lovely, 

integrated acidity. Delicious. Drink now through 2011. 5,000 cases made. - JM –JM  

Country: France  Region: Southern Rhône  

90  R. López de Heredia Viña Tondonia Rioja White Viña Tondonia Reserva 1990 93 $49 Brioche, 

chamomile and dried pear flavors are rich and expressive in this polished white. Silky and fresh on 

the palate, with a haunting honeyed and floral finish. Best on its own, as a meditation wine. Drink 

now. 1,666 cases made. - TM –TM  

Country: Spain  Region: Spain  

91  Four Vines Zinfandel Paso Robles Biker 2007 91 $25 Ripe and gutsy, but there's enough finesse 

and personality to make it a complete package. Aromas of wild berry and white pepper lead to briary 

but complex plum, anise and toasty sage flavors that finish with fine, loamy tannins. Best from 2011 

through 2015. 4,091 cases made. - TF –TF  

Country: California  Region: South Coast  

92  Tohu Pinot Noir Marlborough 2007 91 $30 Lithe, medium-weight, generous and appealing for 

the coffee nuances that swirl through the plum and currant fruit, remaining vivid and expressive 

through the long finish. Drink now through 2015. 20,000 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: New Zealand  Region: New Zealand  

93  Bründlmayer Grüner Veltliner Qualitätswein Trocken Kamptal Langenloiser Berg-Vogelsang 

2007 92 $38 A powerful and racy style, with notes of anise, citrus, glazed apricot and spice. Very 

stony and minerally, with notes of chamomile, on the taut finish. Needs some time in the cellar. Best 

from 2010 through 2015. 2,667 cases made. - KM –KM  

Country: Austria  Region: Niederösterreich  

94  J.F. Gonon Pouilly-Fuissé Vieilles Vignes 2007 90 $30 Bright and pure, offering lemon, apple and 

stone flavors. Taut and racy, with emphasis on the acidity. Shows fine drive and intensity, with a 

mouthwatering finish. Best from 2010 through 2016. 3,000 cases made. - BS –BS  
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Country: France  Region: Burgundy  

95  Louis Roederer Brut Champagne Premier NV 91 $43 Light and lively, featuring apple, toast, 

ginger and light vanilla flavors. Balanced and on the dry side, with a creamy texture and a lingering 

butter pastry aftertaste. Drink now through 2011. 42,000 cases imported. - BS –BS  

Country: France  Region: Champagne  

96  Château Ducru-Beaucaillou St.-Julien 2006 95 $145 Very perfumed and beautiful, showing 

blackberry and raspberry aromas, with hints of vanilla. Deep and complex. Full-bodied, with chewy 

tannins and a long, powerful finish. Excellent for the vintage. Best after 2015. - JS –JS  

Country: France  Region: Bordeaux  

97  Evening Land Pinot Noir Eola-Amity Hills Seven Springs Vineyard 2007 92 $48 Bright and juicy, 

with lively acidity and a streak of distinctive minerality running through the raspberry and floral 

flavors, lingering on the refined finish. Best from 2010 through 2014. 1,519 cases made. - HS –HS  

Country: Oregon  Region: Oregon  

98  Bonneau du Martray Corton-Charlemagne 2006 94 $150 A whiff of chalk dust, along with a 

vanilla note, introduces this intense white. Flavors of peach, grapefruit and oak spice persist through 

the finish, with a mineral streak. Powerful and balanced, with a lingering aftertaste. Best from 2011 

through 2024. 450 cases imported. - BS –BS  

Country: France  Region: Burgundy  

99  Bodegas Emilio Moro Ribera del Duero 2006 91 $27 Ripe cherry, fig pudding, vanilla and spice 

flavors mingle in this firm, lively red. There's plenty of structure, but the red fruit flavors are bright 

and expressive. Drink now through 2016. 1,000 cases imported. - TM –TM  

Country: Spain  Region: Spain  

100  Les Vins de Vienne Vin de Pays des Collines Rhodaniennes Sotanum 2007 93 $66 Sleek and 

driven, with a gorgeous beam of blackberry and mulled fig fruit laced with mouthwatering graphite 

and iron notes. The long, spice-filled finish is tightly focused, with finely beaded acidity. This project 

continues to improve. Syrah. Drink now through 2014. 1,580 cases made. - JM –JM  

Country: France  Region: Northern Rhône  
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